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stir, but sit still here. So he took up one of the
candles, and went into another room by a little door
like a closet-door, and when he shut the door after
him, I perceived a little window of one broad square
of glass only, that looked into the room which he
was gone into.

A. I warrant ye, you wanted to peep, did not ye?

C. Yes, I did, but I durst not stir for my life, be-
cause he had charged me I should not.

A. Well, but you was to hear some noises, was
you not ?

C. But I did not, except once that I heard a
noise like the drawing of a chair upon the floor,
which being nothing but what was ordinary, did not
disturb me.

A. Well, how long did he stay ?

C. About half an hour, and came in again, looking
very well pleased, and asked me how I did, and
then sat down as before. Well, says he, I have been
consulting on your case, and I find things not so
threatening to you as I expected; perhaps you may
not be in so ill a case as you imagine; however, I
am ordered to tell you, that some days after your
return, your wife shall come to a house near you,
and send to know if you will receive her again
kindly; if the person she sends is a woman, you
may conclude your wife has abused you; but if she
sends a man, then she is innocent, and you are
mistaken.

A. This was point blank, I assure you.

C. I did not like it, however, and that he might
see well enough; for I can't allow any ifs or ands.
Tell me of being mistaken! said I to him, I can't
be mistaken. Well, says he, I'll go again, and con-
sult further about you ; and seeing me begin to get
up too, he turns again, You are not afraid, says he,
are you ? No, not at all, said I; Well, nor you
won't be afraid, will you, if you see nothing frightful ?